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On Oct. 11, Agriculture Minister Antonio Cabrera told reporters in Brasilia that agricultural
protectionism and farm subsidies, notably in Europe, were contributing to the devastation of the
Amazon jungle. Negotiations on agricultural commodities trade policy were scheduled for the
following week in Geneva. Cabrera said Brazilian farmers, in an attempt to compete with subsidized
food imports, were forced to minimize their costs: "This is how farmers, who could be among the
best protectors of the environment, become predators. Their least expensive investment is a box
of matches to extend their fields or pastures at the expense of the tropical forest." At the Uruguay
Round trade talks, the US is pushing for a phased reduction in farm subsidies by up to 80%. The
European Economic Community opposes severe reductions in support, and has offered subsidy
reductions of 30% over 10 years. The minister said that beef cost $900 to $1,200 per tonne to produce
in Brazil, compared to about $3,000 in Western Europe. EEC government subsidies, however, permit
the Community to sell meat on the world market for some $600 per tonne. (Basic data from AFP,
10/12/90)
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